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SIGHTING OF A FLYING SAUCER

BY CERTAIN LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION PERSONNEL

ON 16 DECEMBER 1953



January 20, 1954 LAC/143536

Subject: Sighting of Flying Sauczr by Certain Lockheced
Aircraft Corporation Personnel

To: Commmander
Air Technical Iatelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

Through: AFPR
Enclosure: (a) TIour copies each of reports by C. L. Johnson

R. L. Thoren, R. E. Wimmer, P. A. Colman,
and J. ¥, Ware, on the Sighting of a Flying
Saucer on 16 December 1953.

1. The enclosure iz macde up of 2 number of reporis
concerning the sighting of a so-called flying saucer' on 16 December
1953, The reports are self-exnlanatory. Only cnc copy of the map
is.attached, indicating generally where this device was seen. This
information has nst been relecscd to the press, but is submitted fox
such sclientific purposes as your group may be concerned with.

2. Your comments on the sightings reported will be
very much appreciated.

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
CA LIFORNIA DIVISION

|
)/ w\/ﬂ/
arence L. Johngon

Chief Engineer
CLJ:vmp



CALIFORNIA DIVISION
LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

December 18, 1953
To: Air Force Investigating Group on Flying Saucers

On Wednesday, December 1l6th, 1953, my wife ard I went out to cur
ranch, which is three miles west of Agoura, California, and cne mile
north of Ventura Blvd. We arrived there at about sundown, which is
close to 4:45 P, M. PST. We went immediately to our ranch house,
which is located on a hill facing southwest.

At approximately 5 o'clock (within two minutes accuracy), I was looking
at the sunset through a large plateglass window, when I noticed above a
mountain to the west what I first thought to be a black cloud. The sun -
nad gone down and the whole wesiern sky was gold and red, Wwith several
thin layers of clouds or haze at fairly high altitude, I wondered why this
one object was so darlt,” considering that the sun was behind it. I
immediately thought that socme aircraft had made an iniense smoke trail;
so 1 studied the object closely. Ii was apparent, after my first few.
seconds of consideration, that the outline of this object did not change.
Thinkiag it was a lenticular cloud, I continued to study it, but it did not
move at all for three minutes. 1 do not know how long it was there
before my attention was czlled to it. : ’
When it did not move or disintegrate, I asked my wife to get me our
eight-power binoculars, so I would not have to take my eyes.oif the object,
which by now I had recognized as a so-cailed ‘saucer'. As soon as ]

was given the glasses, I ran outside and started to focus the glasses on
the object, which now was moving fast on a heading between 240° and 260°.
When I got the glasses focused on the object, it was already moving

behind the {irst layer of haze. I gathered its speed was very high, because
of the rate of fore-shortening of its major axis. The cobject, even in the
glasses, appeared black and distinct, but I could make out no detail,

as I was looking toward the setting sun, which was, oi course, below the
horizon at this time. ' “ ’ :

In 90 secends from the time it started to meve, the object had completely
disappeared, in a long shallow climb on the heading noted. The clouds
were coming onshore, in a direction of travel opposite to that of the
object. The time in which my wife and I siudied this object was between
5:00 and 5:05. The object, which had hovered stationary for at least

three minutes, appeared to be very large but, not knowing its distance
from me, I could not estimate its dimensions. At all times the object
appeared as an ellipse, with a finess ratio of the larger axis to the

miner cne of about 7 or 10 to 1. I estimated the position of the object to
be roughly over Point Mugu, which lies on a bearing about 255° from my
ranch. -

7th, 1 returned tc work, having been absent for

Oa the morning of Dzcembe
3 1, Assistant Chief Engineer, and Mz. Cari

atout a week, and Mzr, Wa
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Trie merning. I reported Lo viork arnd went diractly to zze Me. C. Lo Jc,n“..u..

Cldef Lng_.nec-, to give him a reporv on activitles cccurring in tie last Zow

deys, inazmuen 23 he had Just returned frem o U«Lipo Zn athendance at this

mepting were z1so Mr, Jacik Wassall arnd Mr. Caxl dcns. vo discussed a u;r.be"

of' thirgs ard, in the ccu-se of the conversation, I dizcusged the flighd nz

yaztarday on “his WV=2, Upon c¢ompletlon of the technical c¢igecussion, I Cv.dh"\_:«'t;"
&

mentionad (for fear of bﬁirg ridiculed) that I had neen chasing a fiying sauser

leot michte Helly anapp this up immedliatvely. and said that he kneow areciliy

wngra 1t was and wheny ‘and, with no further adisu, ks said thab it ywas af ‘4.05

ant tae object was eighted off of Peint Mugu, This iitarally bowied me over,
38 the Izcation of the cbject that I sighted was olf of Peini ‘agu, I
iimabed that 1 was somewhsre betwssn Polnt .-!um and the Sants Barbars
d5, Ineidentadly, at the tims I had sighited i1u. we wers flyins over ths.
L3

1, I had gmen an ebject
nc Leoked av ih i destelils
appradmeiely 8even,
when nisading

1

' Qu nia COHVCI‘Ec.u‘L-. o

N A%, e 2 A g 3 " 1 (3 <) iy - - P " 3
mentizn that I havs Teen very skeoticel of flying gaucer aiweriag, usnd
=

1

- dmugined 3eeing an objech dn the sky that I was not &ble %o
The thrae of u3 whce watched 1t frem the zaivplane are all pilcha who
{lring for many vyears on cxperdmsntal test work, and ave "'a,.m L %o

ence in {Tig rL

86

u'a‘r.c sbgervations, Kelly also has had a .Lct ox axpari
ard Nas baen Ilyding for many ysare and is # Trary trained ob

is aluo

w2 fac” that what hs saw and *Jhar. We =49 appears to g identical, «nd

and olzcy identiczl, lsads me to beliave that Lt was acv exactly an
I

cbserved.

R, L., Theozen

Chiaf Flight Test Engineszr



FLYING SAUCER? -

Oa Viednasday, Cscember 16th I mads a test flight in Constallstion
4301, Tho orew in the occckpit consisted of mysslf as pilot, R. L. Theran
o8 ¢o=pilet, Charles Grugmm, flight cngineer and J. F. Ware as £light tess
ongineer,

I took off late in 4he nftarncon ond ran some tesits during the
olimb $o 10,000 feet and then mads a level run feor a few minutzs,

H

I thsa started %o climb to 20,000 fosd axnd turned ths ceatrols
gvor 50 Rudy Thoren, Ve continued our ¢limb in e southesesiorly direc:
and gomewnare in tho vicdnity of Long Boach or Santa Ana between 15,000
and 20,000 foet 'w made a right turn onio a weuts hzadiag, Tho svan had Juss
e% Bat The slr was very clesr end the light was rsal good towerd the wwes,
oticed a clond layer in the west sterting semewhoere sast of Sarta Crus
siand at sbout our altituds, Above this cloud layer, weil out iz ¢he
olr, I saw what I thought was a emall cicud, Just for the fun of it .
Heoy, 1ok at the flyinz sauceri”

o
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Aftsr watohing it for a fow minutss we docided it wasn’i a cloud
but some kind of objacw It hed 2 dsflnite shape wnich appearsd o 3

a ¢resseni, Others cn toard degeribed it 98 a2 huge L1lying wing. I co“lc’

oot dotaot ony dovails otirer than ths shaps of it., T ostimatod the distenc
Prom us to be et lesst fiZty or sixzbty miles and possibly much farthoer, ‘.1:
ke olasr alzr like that 1t iz wvory hard to judge distance,

W {low diwvectly Lowerd 1%t Tor gbout five mimutos end cur ralative
posddion did not eppesr “o change, I do nrot recall cur eoxact weeao whether
we wore atill olimbing or whether we had leveled off during this timw.

43 Rudy was "1', ing %ke airplane, I had acthing eise %o do duld o
wsteh the objeoth, After about five minutes I suddenly realized it was meving
awey from us heacinz strsight wast, In the spaze of about one minuie it grow
gmaller and dissppesred, I was watching it 21l the Sims so I was abis o se2
it Tor ze aral secornds efser the rast of the orew 2ad lost aight of is. i
2 watil the 3time it dizappoerad it maintained its shawrp outlinms end dof
rtape 3¢ I kmow 1% wes mo® & cloud that dissolved ziving the supeerencs of
eving awsy,
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I might add thst I have had counsiderable exporisnce, whils doing
adar btombing on PRV's, of estimeting dlstences whare thare 13 wery i1iittle
o Judge by snd I am convinced this was a large obj=zct some distence away,

zu;k L et
r Wizmer
Baglneoring Test Pilet

o
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Lockhaed Aircraft Corporaticn
Ccalifornia Division
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

To: Clarence L, Johnson Date January 11, 1954

Froms P. A. Colman Dept. 72-25 Plant A=l Ext. 8-2189

Subject:  FLYING SAUCERS

This is an account of my experience of witnessing the presence of an object in
the sky. I was flying in the Lodcheed WV-2 airplane with Mr. R. L. Thorsn, Mz,
Joseph Ware, Mr. Roy Wimmer plus other members of the Flight Test Group. The
three individuals mentioned and I were in the pilot's camnpartment of the airplane,
at approximately 5:00 p.m. on the night of Wednesday, Dscember 16, 1953,

While flying off the coast in the vicinity of Santa Monica, I saw an objeci ap-
parently standing still in the alr off the coast, in ths vicinity of Point Mugu.
We were flying at 16,000 ft., and to the test of my judgment the object was at

the same altitude, The object appeared as a thin black line, giving a first reac=
tion of a B-36 type airplane, heading straight toward us and silhouetted against

a bright background, The bsckground was bright due %o the fact that the sun was
Just setting, The object appeaisd not to move while we progressed with our tests.
For a few moments we turned ths airplane toward the cbject btut did not apparently
change our distance sufficiently to get any change of impression., I estimate that
the object was hovering in our sight for about iten minutes., Thereafter, it sud-
denly accelerated due west end in a time, in the order of 10 seconds, disappeared
from view,

The following day it was revealed that Mr. Clarence L. Johnson had seen the iden-
tical object while standing on the ground at his ranch. This coincidence is in-
teresting, The differsncez in the positions, both horizontally and veritically
between us indicate that the object had sufficient depth to eliminate the posai-
bility that it was a cloud phenomenon. The similarity of the explanations of the
shape and actions of the object is remarkable. However, the blackness made if
impossible to discern anything but the basic outline.

S o

Po Ao olman
Chief Aesrodynsmics Engineer

PAC:ms



LOCKHEED AIRCRAPT CORPORATION
CALIFCRALM DIVISION
As Ho 7o Qo

Tos Ce L. Johnsen Jamary 11, 1954
' oot Intru-Flight Test Files '

Froms J. P. Wars, Jro 72225 B=6 82950

Subjs FLYING SAUCERS,

On Doecmber 18, 1953, I wes aboard WWe2 airplane, LAC 4301, with Roy
Tiimmer ns pilot, Rudy Thoren as Co-pilot, Charlie Grugan as Flight
Enginser. Pbil Colmam was almo in the cockpit,

A% about 65:00 PM we were over the ‘Catalina channel area (betwssn Awveloen
and TPalos Terdes hills) at 15000-18000 ft., on top of a scattered to
brrcken overcast, The horison was well definoed by the rays of the getiinmg
gecn, and the sky abeve the overcast wag olear,

Our attention was drevm to what looked 1iks a large eirplzne off to the
right. 'To were roughly paralloling the ecast at the time, mmd Roy, I
think, montiocned, ®Fhorelz a flying saucer?, Ws have kidded Roy a good
deal about flying saucers sipae the night a2bout 9o yoars ago whea ho

and Bob Ladrd were in 1961S and gighted some lighta over Catrlina, Thess
lights reportedly stood still for a while and moved arouand over the
island and finally disappearsd.

I was astanding vetween the pilota and observed the cbjeoct ocut of the co-
pllots windew in 4301, Thil Colman'a attention waxz alse drawn %o ths

objeots Rudy, who was flying at the tims, turned around and hsaded

toward the objeet. During this time, it seecmed to be stationary, although

7o did not appear to ovsrtake it at all, My first thougnt was that it

was a large alrplane, possibly a C-124, but aftor locking more olosely,

it scemed to look more like a large object without wings vwith a zaxitmm
thicknass in the mlddle tapering toward elther sides I could not distinguish
front or rear e the oblsct, It somed to be somowhat above us ond to

the West, over the water, possibly in the vicinity of Santa Barbara Islands,

After looking at the objeot off and am for about five minutss, it besanms
apparent that it wes moving asway from us arnd in just & minute or two it
complotely disappearsed., Az it was disappsaring I looked at it off aad a»
and graduzlly I sould not sse it a®% all, Rey watched it cwatinucusly and
could seo it after I had lost sizht of it--he actualily obzZerved it cone
tinuously I beslisve., It disappesrcd in a generally westward dirsction
(toward the sotting sun)e

I%ve becn interostsd in flying sawscers, particularly ever since ous ovening
during the 1981 Christmas holidays., I wes pultizg up a TV antema on iy
roof when I looked up townrd the north over the nills behind cur heme and
saw 2 large eircular object. apparsntly staticnery. The time of day was
about dusk and I watched the cbject for several minutes and called L=aalis
and a neighbor, Mr. Xurphy, who alsc looked at It, I continued working em
my TV anteuna, glancirg at the oblect now end then, with mere and more



FLYIIG SAUCERS. 1-11-54
Page 2

tims between glances, and finally the object was gone.

Thers is & small airstrip at Giant Rock, and I have visited the group of
people there who have davoted their 1ifs to flying sawsers. They have
many photographs and books on the subjeot, and figuratively est and slesp
Baugore. .

s






